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TREASURES FROM THE PIERPONT MORGAN LIBRARY 

TREASURES FROM THE PIERPONT MORGAN LIBRARY comes to The Cleveland Museum of 
Art on Wednesday January 30 after its initial showing at the Morgan Library in New York. 

The exhibition consists of 108 items selected to show the range and quality 
of the Library s collections. It includes mediaeval and renaissance illuminated 
manuscripts, early printed books, bindings, literary manuscripts and master drawings. 

In this fashion the Library commemorates the event of fifty years ago when 
J. Pierpont Morgan opened to his friends and to the world of scholarship the new private 
Library that had been constructed next to his house at 36th Street and Madison Avenue, 

New York. The building, in the style of the Italian Renaissance, was designed by McKim, 
Mead and White, and is considered to be one of the best of the many architectural 
achievements of that firm. The Library and its collections were presented to the 
public by J. P. Morgan in 1924. 

A.mong the famous illuminated manuscripts on view will be Beatus of Liebana's 
C ommentary on th _ e Apocalypse , (Spain, 926); Dioscorides' De materia medica in Greek 
(early tenth century) ; three French gospel manuscripts of the ninth century; a 
thirteenth century example of illumination from the Persian Mongol school, the "animal- 
book" called Manafi al-Hayawan; the Worksop Bestiary, the Gospels of Countess Matilda 
of Tuscany; and the Fouquet Hours. There are manuscripts from Armenia, Egypt and 
Turkey, as well as from Western Europe, and examples of manuscripts illuminated in 
grisaille and on black vellum. 

The early printed books include copies of the Gutenberg Bible, the 1459 Psalter, 
and the Constance Missal, the latter being one of three known copies of what many believe 
to be the oldest printed book; a block-book edition of The Song of Songs ; The Ship of 
Fools illustrated by Diirer; and the first English treatise on "fishing with an angle," 
dated 1496. 
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A binding made for Jean Grolier, the patron saint of bibliophiles, and others 
made for Henri II and for Madame de Pompadour are among the bindings exhibited; to 
illustrate varieties of technique there is a mediaeval silver -gilt binding, one with 
"cut-leather" decoration, and an English embroidered binding of the seventeenth century o 

Literary manuscripts range from Perrault's Tales of Mother Goose (1695), to 
Pope's Essay on Man . Keats' Endymion , Poe's Tamerlane. Dickens' Christmas Carol , and 
Wilkie Collins' The Moonstone (the first great detective novel). Thackeray's The Rose 
and the Ring is decorated with the author's own colored illustrations. 

The drawings are generally restricted to the work of well-known painters, and 
they include landscapes by Bruegel, Rubens, Van Dyck, Claude Lorrain and Fragonard; 
figure studies by Filippino Lippi, Durer, Andrea del Sarto, Rembrandt, Rubens, Watteau 
and Gabriel de St. Aubin; portraits by Gainsborough and Lawrence; and examples of the 
work of Boucher, Guardi, Piranesi, and Prud'hon. William Blake is represented by a 
watercolor of "The Morning Stars Sang Together." 

All the material except the drawings will be shown in the Morgan Library's 
own self-lit exhibition cases designed by the Library, providing constant temperature, 
even distribution of light, and elimination of harmful ultra-violet rays. 

A complete catalogue of the exhibition is available, illustrated with 71 
full-page plates, 12 of which are in color. 

After the exhibition closes in Cleveland on March 3 it will be sent to 
Chicago, San Francisco, San Marino, Kansas City, Houston and Cambridge, Massachusetts. 

The exhibit is open free to the public. Beginning April 1, 1957 The Cleveland 
Museum of Art will close for several months because of construction on the new wing. 


For further information or photographs write (Mrs.) Margaret R. Parkin 


